Cochlear implants and otitis media: considerations in two cleft palate patients.
Cochlear implantation is a safe and effective means of rehabilitating profound sensory deafness. The implications of coincident chronic middle ear disease upon the operative procedure and auditory results have received little attention in the literature. We describe two patients, each with congenital cleft lip and palate and secondary chronic otitis media with effusion, who received multichannel cochlear implants following bacterial meningitis. One patient (a three-year-old girl) was implanted in the standard fashion while the other (a 38-year-old-man) underwent middle ear and mastoid obliteration. Our findings suggest that chronic otitis media should not be a deterrent to cochlear implantation.